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Annually NCIS awards scholarships to two students majoring in an agricultural discipline 
and enrolled at an 1890 Land-Grant University. The 1890 Land-Grant institutions are histori-
cally black universities that were established under the Second Morrill Act of 1890. The purpose 
of this scholarship program is to enable deserving students to further their education and to 
expose them to the business of crop insurance. Once awarded, the scholarships are in effect for 
four semesters as long as the recipients meet the academic qualification requirements and con-
tinue as a full-time undergraduate student in good standing at the university.

The recipients this year are Elizabeth Andrews attending the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff majoring in agricultural business and Miciah Ahrnsbrak, attending Langston University 
(Oklahoma) majoring in Animal Science/AgriBusiness. 
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ELIZABETH ANDREWS
Elizabeth (Dixon) Andrews is a junior 

at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
(UAPB), majoring in agricultural business. 
Originally from Conroe, Texas, her family 
later moved to Pioneer, Louisiana, where her 
love of agriculture began while visiting her 
grandfather’s farm.

As a teen she loved working in the veg-
etable garden with her mother, caring for 
the horses with her father and riding on the 
four-wheeler into the pasture with her grand-
father to check on the cows. She learned how 
to harvest corn, purple hull peas, grow sweet 
potatoes as well as a number of other crops. 
Her family moved back to Conroe when she 
was 14. 

She married her husband after high  
school and moved to Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
which gave her the opportunity to pursue her 
education goals at University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff.

“Ms. Andrews is a conscientious student, 
cares deeply about the quality of her academ-
ic course work, and participates in activities 
to aid in her professional growth outside the 
classroom,” said Rita Conley, Ms. Andrews’ 
advisor and professor.

Before attending UAPB, Ms. Andrews ob-
tained her associates in business management 
degree from Southeast Arkansas College.

“As a working wife and mother of two 
boys, going to school can be challenging in 
many ways,” said Ms. Andrews. The funds 
from this scholarship will be much appreciat-
ed and used to further my education.”

Ms. Andrews’ goals are to graduate with 
honors and attend graduate school, and to 
one day work for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
(UAPB) The University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff is a public institution that was founded 
in 1873 as the Branch Normal College; it was 
nominally part of the “normal” (education) 
department of Arkansas Industrial Universi-
ty, later the University of Arkansas, but was 
operated separately due to segregation. It later 
became a land-grant college under the 1890 
Morrill Act. The school re-joined what is now 
the University of Arkansas System in 1972, 
gaining its current name and university sta-
tus in the process. Since 1988, the university 
has gained recognition as a leading research 
institution in aquaculture studies, offering  
the state’s only comprehensive program in 
this field .

For more than 139 years UAPB has worked 
to create an environment that inculcates 
learning, growth and productivity while af-
fording a basic need to its students—a chance 
to advance. There are approximately 3,500 
students, 65 percent of which are Arkansas 
residents. A little over half of the students are 
male. Two associate, 46 baccalaureate, and 
three master’s degree programs are available 
to students.

MICIAH AHRNSBRAK
Miciah Ahrnsbrak is a junior at Langston 

University (Oklahoma) majoring in animal 
science/agribusiness.

He was raised on a small hobby farm in 
Guthrie, Oklahoma, which is where his deep 
love for animals began.

During high school, he volunteered over 
2,000 hours with the Oklahoma City Zoo in 
various areas. Three months after graduation, 
he accepted a full-time position as a keeper 
there. While he worked at the zoo he was a 
member of the zoo’s emergency response 
team and a member of the dive safety board, 
which coordinates all scuba diving within the 
zoo. He was also a member of the Junior Cu-

rators Program, which hires teens as volun-
teers throughout the zoo.

He attended school part time on his days 
off, and selected animal science as a major. 
After working at the zoo for four years and 
being in the major for two, he decided that 
agriculture is the field he’d like to be in.

After graduating from high school he 
started his own small hobby farm. The more 
into agricultural classes he got, the more he 
found his small farm expanding. Though 
his operation always paid for itself, he never 
considered the possibility of it being a career 
and not just a hobby until recently. This re-
alization prompted him to leave his job and 
attend school full-time, while focusing on the 
small operation in the hopes of turning it into 
something bigger.

His long-term goals are undecided at this 
point but he has many ideas including working 
as a ranch manager, teaching agriculture at the 

Scholarship 
Qualifications:
 • Continuing status as a full-time 

undergraduate student at an 
1890 Land-Grant University.

 • Have completed the sophomore 
year in college and are consid-
ered a junior (four semesters to 
graduate).

 • Have a declared major in an 
agricultural discipline.

 • Minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA.
 • U.S. Citizen.

The purpose of this  

scholarship program is to 

enable deserving students 

to further their education 

and to expose them to the 

business of crop insurance. 
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